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Sociological Studies of Peer Culture in Adolescence
Sho, SUZUKI (Combined Courses for Child Development and Special Needs Education)

From the time I was in the master's
program until now, the main theme of my
research has been to elucidate the structure of
peer culture during adolescence. For my master's
thesis, "Why do gals have high prestige in the
classroom?” and “Why does the football team in
every classroom have more prestige than the
table tennis team?” I have empirically clarified
questions such as. This thesis was later published
as a “shin-syo” by Kobunsha and became the
basis for a drama "35 Years Old High School
Students" (NTV). Due to the influence of the use
of the term "school caste" in this drama, the term
"school caste" has now become a commonly
used term in Japan. Incidentally, I have never
used the term "school caste" in my paper.
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After this, I also began to study other
societies ("college girl caste", etc.!) as well as
comparative situations in other countries to
understand why pecking order relationships are
also found outside of junior and senior high
schools in Japan.

I am currently working on research that
demonstrates the structure of power relationships
among middle and high school students, while
also embarking on a study of marriage matching
service. The phenomenon of marriage matching
service can be seen as a marketplace where
people are encouraged to rate each other's
education, income and appearance and sell
themselves at the highest level.

Since transferring to this department, I
have also become interested in the extent to
which experiences in experiential subjects, such
as university teaching practice and caregiving
experiences, affect the success or failure of
teacher employment exams. I plan to begin this
study in earnest once the covid-19 situation has
settled down. I look forward to learning many
things with you.
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