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2-3 Visa Procedures for Your Family Members

Your family members need to obtain a visa with the residence status of
"Dependent," if they plan to stay in Japan with you over 90 days. For more details,

please contact a Japanese Embassy (consulate) in your country of origin.

In the Event that a Researcher is Already in the Country
The researcher should apply for a "Certificate of Eligibility" on behalf of your family

members at the immigration bureau in your region.

<Required items>
a. Certificate of Eligibility Application for the "Dependent" status
b. One ID photo for each applicant
c. A photocopy of each applicant's (family member's) passport
d. Official documents which clarify the relationship between a guardian
(researcher) and each applicant (family member)
e.g., Marriage license, original family register or an officially notarized copy
(issued within 3 months prior to the application) *a Japanese translation
should be attached, if the documents are written in a foreign language.
e. Official Transcript of the Foreign Registration of a guardian (researcher)
(téroku genpyd kisai jiko shomeisho)
f. Official documents that show the income or the ability of a guardian
(researcher) to support his/her family during the entire stay in Japan.
(e.g., a tax receipt on which the annual income is written or other
documents providing proof of the income)
g. A document showing the identity of a guardian (researcher)
e.g., certificate of employment, certificate of acceptance
h. A self-addressed envelope with a 380-yen postage attached

(Only for those who wish to receive their certificate by mail)

Once Certificates of Eligibility for your family members have been issued, you
send them to your family. Then, your family members take the Certificates of
Eligibility along with the other necessary documents to the Japanese
Embassy/Consulate in their country and apply for visas with a residence status of
"Dependent.” Documents required for the application will vary from country to
country. Thus, please be sure to consult with the Japanese Embassy/Consulate in

your own country.

Before a Researcher Comes to Japan
If the researcher applies for Certificates of Eligibility for your family members at
the same time as applying for their own certificate, it might take time to issue visas
with the residence status of "Dependent” for your family members. This will
depend on whether your visa is successfully processed.
Therefore, if you travel to Japan along with your family members, you should
ensure that you take the necessary procedures much earlier than if you travel

alone.
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