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Hi! I' m Sambuudorj from Mongolia. I studied Mining Management at Mongolian University
of Science and Technology. I worked as a Research officer for Mongolian University of Science
and Technology for two years and my major is Mineral Economics. Last year from October 3th
to 30th, I had chance to participate short-stay program organized by International Center for
Research and Education on Mineral and Energy Resources (ICREMER). Although it was only
one month program I have learnt so many new things related with my major such as mineral
economics, mineral processing, refining, and geology. Also we have had opportunity to join
facilities and international symposium.

By the time I was attending short-stay program I met Professor ADACHI Tsuyoshi, whose major in Mineral
Economics and I got chance to apply master course in Akita University. Likely I was accepted and now I am
studying in Resource Development and Processing Course of Leading Program (LP) Akita University. I hope that
joining the LP will take me a step closer to my dream. Since I started studying in Akita University, I have been
learning many new skills such as the values of teamwork, how to work hard, how to concentrate and focus on
goals, and how to balance my time and priorities. I am really enjoying life in Akita. Akita’ s environmental
condition such as weather, temperature and evenness, are very comfortable for me to study in Akita University.
I really appreciate Akita University for giving me this great opportunity.
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Antonio Arribas (ICREMER#%H)

I joined the Faculty of International Resource Sciences at Akita University earlier this year. When I
landed at Narita Airport in April, it was only the second time I was in Japan since leaving the
country twenty years earlier after four wonderful and very productive years as a post-doctoral
researcher at the Geological Survey of Japan in Tsukuba City. It was during those years at the GS]J
that I developed a passion for the study of active and extinct volcanic-hydrothermal systems and their
associated ore deposits, such as porphyry coppers and epithermal Au-Ag deposits. The foundation of
that passion was geology education in Spain (BA and MSc degrees from the University of Salamanca)
and the USA (PhD from the University of Michigan).

The research on Cu-Au-Ag deposits in Japan, the Philippines and Papua New Guinea conducted at the GS]J, and the
interaction with exploration and mine geologists from all over the world at conferences and during field visits, opened
my eyes to the world of mineral exploration. This was a field where the methods and findings of our scientific studies
could be applied to the discovery of base- and precious-metal deposits, potentially unlocking huge economic value. In
1996 I started a career in exploration working in a variety of positions with increasingly global reach and responsibilities,
including ten years with Placer Dome as a member of the Long-Term Generative Group and Exploration Manager, six
years with Newmont Inc., as Chief Geologist and Sr. Manager, Geosciences, and finally in Singapore with BHP-Billiton as
Vice-President, Geosciences. Working with industry was exciting (incredibly fun at times) and very rewarding. Perhaps
the best way to summarize the experience is one of being constantly exposed to learning opportunities, with both
positive and not-so-positive aspects. Among the latter, it” s easy to highlight the extreme cyclical nature, with ups and
downs in budgets, activity, employment numbers, and overall industry performance. (The main drivers for the cycles are
the price of commodities, such as oil, Cu or Au, and the tendency for companies, like people, to fight for survival;
however, also like people, companies can have short memory and think and act with just the short-term in mind.)

Thinking specifically about ICREMER, my interest is to apply the experience gained in dealing with industry, academia,
and government to transfer to our students the intellectual and technical tools they need to become the informed,
rational, and effective stewards of resource management that are needed in the 21st century, particularly in
resource-rich, developing countries. Through coursework, field trips and interaction with the students I am looking
forward to helping them understand the strengths and limitations of two key fields they must embrace: a) ore deposit
science, including economic geology, geochemistry, geophysics, etc., in order to understand the enormous variability and
complexity of natural ore forming processes, and b) mine geology and geometallurgy, particularly as it relates to
resource/reserve estimation and characterization, in order to achieve optimal economic recovery of the ore in the
ground. In addition, I will strive to help them appreciate other complementary key parameters, such as: ¢) metallurgy,
engineering and technology, in order to understand the value of ore and the potential ways to unlock this value, d)
economic principles and practice, to understand the time value of money and the need for investment, investors, and
profits, and e) environmental, €) social, f) regulatory, and g) geopolitical issues, among others. Ultimately, the goal is to
nurture professionals that are positive, constructive, knowledgeable, and collaborative, as well as, firm, goal-oriented and
decisive. Achieving these goals, even partially, will deliver the results that we all (Japan, Akita University, the students,
and their respective countries and institutions) set up to achieve.
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