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Zarina AKHMETVALIYEVA

My name is Zarina AKHMETVALIYEVA. I am PhD student at the University in Kazakhstan and
I exchange student in Akita University. The Akita University (AU) and East Kazakhstan State
_  Technical University (EKSTU) are partner-universities and professors from both sides often visit each
other to conduct collaborative research. In 2013, I came to Japan at first time, like one of participants
of short-stay program organized by International Center for Research and Education on Mineral and
Energy Resources (ICREMER). It was a very great month, because I met with many students and
researchers from different countries and made good friends. We attended lectures related to our fields
of study and conducted experimental work under leading professors of Akita University. At that time

I met with Associate Professor TAKASAKI Yasushi, whose major in Metallurgy and now he is foreign scientific adviser of
my PhD research. When I came back to Kazakhstan I very missed Akita, Japanese food and people who I met here, and in
2015 I was very lucky to have opportunity to visit Japan again with professor and researcher from my university. The goal
of that business trip was to conduct collaborative research with professors of AU - BESSHO Masahiko and OGATA
Takeyuki. During one week the ICREMER staff provided us a big hospitality and comfortable conditions, and professors’
staff of EKSTU is very appreciate for it. In several months I decided to come to Akita at third time as exchange student to
study Japanese language, because I think it is very useful and it will be helpful in the future collaboration between my
university and Akita university. Moreover, I have opportunity to work with Professor TAKASAKI Yasushi and conduct
experiments related to my PhD study. In addition, as exchange student I often participate in many different interesting
leisure activities, organized by International Exchange Center of AU. Thus, I think my life in Japan is very interesting,
productive and enjoyable. I am the first student from Kazakhstan who study at AU for long period, but I have never felt
loneliness or any regrets, because everyone here is very kind and friendly. I would like to say my thanks to the family of
Professor TAKASAKI, to Professor SHIBAYAMA Atsushi for opportunity to work in the laboratory, to Professor ADACHI
Tsuyoshi for good working conditions, to Professor BESSHO Masahiko and Ms. WATANABE Motoko for always supporting
my daily life and to all members of ICREMER, International Exchange Center and teachers of Akita University.
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